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Reading and Ring Vow Examples

Captain Corelli’s Mandolin (extract) - Louis de Berniéres

Love is a temporary madness, it erupts like volcanoes
and then subsides. And when it subsides you have to
make a decision. You have to work out whether your
root was so entwined together that it is inconceivable
that you should ever part.

Because this is what love is. Love is not breathless-
ness, it is not excitement, it is not the promulgation of
promises of eternal passion. that is just being in love,
which any fool can do.

A Lovely Love Story — Edward Monkton

The fierce Dinosaur was trapped inside his cage of ice.
Although it was cold he was happy in there. It was,
after all, his cage.

Then along came the Lovely Other Dinosaur.

The Lovely Other Dinosaur melted the Dinosaur’s cage
with kind words and loving thoughts.

| like this Dinosaur thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.
Although he is fierce he is also tender and he is funny.
He is also quite clever though | will not tell him this
for now.

| like this Lovely Other Dinosaur, thought the Dino-
saur. She is beautiful and she is different and she
smells so nice.

She is also a free spirit which is a quality | much ad-
mire in a dinosaur.

But he can be so distant and so peculiar at times,
thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.

He is also overly fond of things.

Are all Dinosaurs so overly fond of things?

But her mind skips from here to there so quickly
thought the Dinosaur.

Love itself is what is left over when being in love has
burned away, and this is both an art and a fortunate
accident.

Those that truly love have roots that grow towards
each other underground, and when all the pretty blos-
soms have fallen from their branches, they find that
they are one tree and not two.

She is also uncommonly keen on shopping.
Are all Lovely Other Dinosaurs so uncommonly keen
on shopping?

I will forgive his peculiarity and his concern for things,
thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur. For they are part
of what makes him a richly charactered individual.

I will forgive her skipping mind and her fondness for
shopping, thought the Dinosaur. For she fills our life
with beautiful thoughts and wonderful surprises. Be-
sides, | am not unkeen on shopping either.

Now the Dinosaur and the Lovely Other Dinosaur are
old.

Look at them.

Together they stand on the hill telling each other sto-
ries and feeling the warmth of the sun on their backs.

And that, my friends, is how it is with love.
Let us all be Dinosaurs and Lovely Other Dinosaurs
together.

For the sun is warm.
And the world is a beautiful place.
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The Art of a Good Marriage - Wilferd Arlan Peterson

Happiness in marriage is not something that just hap-
pens.

A good marriage must be created. In marriage the lit-
tle things are the big things.

It is never being too old to hold hands.

It is remembering to say “I love you” at least once a
day.

It is never going to sleep angry.

It is at no time taking the other for granted; the court-
ship should not end with the honeymoon, it should
continue through the years.

It is having a mutual sense of values and common ob-
jectives.

It is standing together facing the world. It is forming a
circle of love that gathers the whole family.

I’ll Be There For You - Louise Cuddon

I'll be there my darling, through thick and through thin
When your mind's in @ mess and your head's in a spin
When your plane's been delayed, and you've missed
the last train.

When life is just threatening to drive you insane
When your thrilling whodunit has lost its last page
When somebody tells you, you're looking your age
When your coffee's too cool, and your wine is too
warm

When the forecast said "Fine", but you're out in a
storm

When your quick break hotel, turns into a slum
And your holiday photos show only your thumb

It is doing things for each other, not in the attitude of
duty or sacrifice, but in the spirit of joy.

It is speaking words of appreciation and demonstrating
gratitude in thoughtful ways.

It is not looking for perfection in each other.
It is cultivating flexibility, patience, understanding and
a sense of humour.

It is having the capacity to forgive and forget.
It is giving each other an atmosphere in which each
can grow old.

It is a common search for the good and the beautiful.
It is establishing a relationship in which the independ-
ence is equal, dependence is mutual and the obliga-
tion is reciprocal.

It is not only marrying the right partner; it is being the
right partner.

When you park for five minutes in a resident's bay
And return to discover you've been towed away
When the jeans that you bought in hope or in haste
Just stick on your hips and don't reach round your
waist

When the food you most like brings you out in red
rashes

When as soon as you boot up the bloody thing crash-
es

So my darling, my sweetheart, my dear...

When you break a rule, when you act the fool
When you've got the flu, when you're in a stew
When you're last in the queue, don't feel blue' cause
I'm telling you, I'll be there.

| give you this ring, in the presence of our family and friends, as a sign of my love and commitment.

(name) | give you this ring as a reminder of our promises today, as a symbol of our commitment, and as a sign

of my love.

| give you this ring as a sign of our love. All that | am | give to you, and all that | have | share with you.
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